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Crersuxcy Hepartment, 
Burexn of the Bint, 


BWastingion 3.6, Maren 22,1809. 


a 1. John A. Norris, 
; Assistant Postmaster General, 
Washington, D. 6, oi 


a4 r Sirs 
Referring to ow Conversation of yesterday jm ¥ 


hipnents of gold bullion by registered ma : 
. 12, I woule vegpege- 


W ask that you consider the feasibility of a6 modifying ypur 


Matfdhd a8 te crant the fellewing privileges to the freseury 
yor 


2y- Mek you waive the limit of we 


ight now in force against 
base matter, vist four pounds. 


Our ewn convenience will 
Maw the woight of our bars be kept down to a size that 
Conveniently handled. 


Bars need not aud would not be ene 

, in sacks With other mail matter so that ne damage to other 
4 mood be anticipated. The weight of gold buxlion in propare 
4 bul and value is so great that it is not possible fer us 
{ the mails if the bars are restricted in weight to four 
— the mail wagens receive the bare at the Mint or 

. WB which shipment 16 gage and deliver then to the 
_- © whieh they are addressed. The bars aré@ ef such 
Shei Well be carried by hana ‘from the Assay 0f- 
’ C@ and we have ne teams in the Mint servine, 


_ RG104 E-235 Vol 305 Misc. Correspondence 


-Bs 
= Hone it be practicabl® ta have shipments anon 
oe mesueng cr as @ precadtiionary measure? 
—s Our wbbéucion has heen called to tlw feet that bankerd* 
1 other Dhqjpess men are transporting vast sums of money ammeliy 
regis @red mail. The appropriat long Lor transportation for tis 
rea. of the Mint in the present fiscal year amount: te 679,000. 
vould seem that if private parties find it advantagbiud to nile 
Bente Sexyvice for transporting money and tromeunp , 4%. wught 
be possible for the various aaaarieents of the Gove? mat to 
9 “use ite 
| The route over which wW Would first desire ty» ere 
| systim 1s between Sou¢ta) gud San Franpisoo, and if the shave 
Wleges cat be obtained and this policy appears to be advayr 
sous te both the Treasury Department and the Post Office peerge 
ty $¢ wottld probably be extended to cover all shipment} petwedi 
ay Amsdy Offices. 
| Very truly yours, 
Ge Ma Ce 
Director of the Ming. 


RG104 E-235 Vol 305 Misc Correspondence 


Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C. 


March 30, 1899. 


Hon. John A. Merritt, 
Third Assistant Postmaster General, — 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Sir: 

Referring to our conversation of yesterday in relation to shipments of gold bullion by 
registered mail, I would respectfully ask that you consider the feasibility of so modifying your 
regulations as to grant the following privileges to the Treasury Department: 


1.- That you waive the limit of weight now in force against this class of matter, viz: four pounds. 
Our own convenience will require that the weight of our bars be kept down to a size that can be 
conveniently handled. Bars need not and would not be commingled in sacks with other mail 
matter so that no damage to other matter need be anticipated. The weight of gold bullion in 
proportion to bulk and value is so great that it is not possible for us to use the mails if the bars are 
restricted in weight to four pounds. 


2.- That the mail wagons receive the bars at the Mint or Assay Office from which shipment is 
made and deliver them to the destination to which they are addressed. The bars are of such 
weight that they cannot well be carried by hand from the Assay Office to the Post Office and we 
have no teams in the Mint service. 


3.- Would it be practicable to have shipments accompanied by special messengers as a 
precautionary measure? 


Our attention has been called to the fact that banks and other business men are 
transporting vast sums of money annually by registered mail. The appropriations for 
transportation for the Bureau of the Mint in the present fiscal year amount to $70,000. It would 
seem that if private parties find it advantageous to use the Postal Service for transporting money 
and treasure, it ought to be possible for the various departments of the Government to also use it. 

The route over which we would first desire to introduce this system is between Seattle 
and San Francisco, and if the above privileges can be obtained and this policy appears to be 
advantageous to both the Treasury Department and the Post Office Department, it would 
probably be extended to cover all shipments between Mint and Assay Offices. 

Very truly yours, 

[Signature] George E. Roberts 

Director of the Mint. 


